126      BALZAC'S  WORKING  LIFE
do not know what I owed in 1828, above what I possessed. I had only my pen with which to earn my living, and to pay a hundred and twenty thousand francs. In several months I shall have paid everything, and I shall have arranged my poor little household ; but for six months I have all the troubles of poverty, I enjoy my last miseries. I have begged from nobody, I have not held out my hand for a penny ; I have hidden my sorrows, and my wounds."
Poor Balzac! over and over again we hear the same story about the beautiful time in the future, which he saw coming nearer and nearer, but which always evaded his grasp at the last.    Very often, when he appears grasping and dictatorial in his business   dealings,   we   may   trace   his   want   of urbanity to some pressing pecuniary anxiety, which he was too proud to  reveal.     No  doubt these difficulties   often   sprang   from his  extraordinary want of reflection and prudence, as his desire to make a dashing appearance before the world led him frequently into the  most  senseless  extravagance.    For instance, when he went out of Paris in  June,  1832,  intending   to   travel  for   several months, he left behind him two horses with nothing to do, but naturally requiring a groom, food, and stabling ; and it was not till the end of July that, on his mother's recommendation, he  sent  orders that they were to be sold.    His money affairs are so complicated, and his own accounts of them so conflicting, that it is impossible to. understand themt admiration for his fascinating black eyes.ument, there were many disputedon that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
